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One-Fifty-Seven 

 
 

Willamette Valley Chapter  #157 NAWCC 

             The Ratchet  

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Date Event Hosts 
04/13/2008 Regular Meeting at Fresh Start Market Chapter #157 
5/15-5/18 2008 Pacific Northwest Regional in Portland Chapter #31 
6/8 Regular Meeting at? Chapter #157 
6/11-6/14 National Convention in Springfield, MO  
7/13 Regular Meeting at? Chapter #157 
9/14 2008 I-5 Multi-Chapter Meeting in Vancouver Chapter #121 
   

Officers: 
Jim Knieling, President 
503-364-4168 
Dennis Cordy, Vice President 
503-588-7407, itsabouttime@att.net 
Al Dowler, Secretary 
503-623-9582, aldowler@toast.net 
Jim Dent, Treasurer 
503-623-8074, dentlola@hotmail.com 
George Lytle, Director 
541-926-7051, clocksmi@comcast.net 
John Meisner, Director 
541-942-4699, jonjanm@Earthlink.net 
Brendan O'Mara, Website and Email Maintenance 
503-588-1147, b@structuredinc.com  
 

  MARCH 
 MEETING 

 
 
The Meeting 
 
We had a nice meeting in March.  There was a 
lot of business discussed and we tried out a new 
meeting location.  I hope I can squeeze all the 
information in.  Jim Knieling started the meeting 

 APRIL 
 MEETING 

 
 

The April Meeting will be Sunday 4/13/2008.  
The Mart is open at 1:30 and the meeting begins 
at 2:00.   
We meet at the Fresh Start Market &  Coffee 
House 3020 Center Street NE.  All NAWCC 
members and their guests are welcome. 
The Program:   Marty Carah has been coaxed 
down from the mountain top.  He will talk about 
Waltham & American Watch Co., from 1853 to 
1870.   
Show and Tell will be any horological item 
related to the letter "C" and/or related to the 
program. 
Please br ing donations for the Raffle 
The income from the raffle helps your club meet 
expenses. 
See us on the web at: www.nawcc157.org 
 
 

APRIL  2008 
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Charlie Schubert asked that we donate our 
surplus horological books to the regional 
meeting in Portland.  If you have books to 
donate please bring them to the April meeting 
where Charlie will collect them.  Charlie also 
needs any old clock or clock case in need of gold 
leaf.  It will be used at the regional as part of a 
demonstration they have planned.   
  
Treasurer ’s Repor t 
 
We have $2,155.55 in the bank as of 3/9/08. 
 
The Program  
 
We really enjoyed an excellent program about 
cutting clock gears.  Charlie Ogle has an 
extensive collection of machines used for this 
purpose.  Many are old.  Some are Swiss, 
German, French or American made.  The ones 
he brought to show us and to demonstrate for us 
were all interesting and in working condition.  
He began with the history.  Recently a device 
was found in the Mediterranean Sea that was 
apparently part of the cargo of a ship that sunk.  
The wreck was off the coast of Greece and the 
device was of ancient Grecian origin.  The 
purpose of the device is still being studied but it 
clearly has wheels and pinions with teeth on 
them.  Until the mid 1800’s gears were all cut by 
hand.  The work was laid out and a craftsman 
would cut the teeth with saws and files.  Charlie 
demonstrated how a square piece of plywood 
could be used to mark the teeth.  A large circle 
was drawn and this circle was divided and 
marked for how many teeth the wheel required.  
Charlie used a common divider and the trial and 
error method.  Next the blank for the wheel was 
attached to the plywood.  The wheel center was 
at the center of the large circle where the teeth 
location was marked.   Next a straight edge was 
used to draw a line on the blank from the marks 
on the large circle to the center of the blank. 
The machines that Charlie demonstrated both cut 
the teeth and advanced the blank the necessary 
amount for the next tooth.  One machine could 

at a little after two.  There were eighteen 
members and spouses present and we had two 
guests.  Charlie Ogle came up from Eugene and 
Bob English came down from Portland.   
Pat Cavanaugh told us of his efforts to engage 
the other clubs in our area in hosting future 
multi-chapter meetings.  Chapter #31 is not 
volunteering for 2008 and Chapter #50 
previously said they weren’t interested in 
hosting every other year.  The concept was an 
arrangement where the Tacoma/Seattle chapters 
would host one year and the Portland/Salem 
chapters would host the next.  After discussion it 
was moved and approved that our club would be 
willing to host in 2011 and every four years 
after.  (Editor’s Note:  After the meeting we 
learned that Chapter #121 will host the multi-
chapter this year.  It will be held September 14th 
and it will be located in Vancouver, British 
Columbia).   
Pat also reported that the Salem Collectors 
Market was under new management and that 
they have moved.  For many years we have had 
a booth there in May.  Apparently they are not 
sure if there will be any future clock and watch 
shows.  The club decided not to man a booth 
there this year and instead attend the Pacific 
Northwest Regional in Portland.  The dates for 
the regional are 5/15 to 5/18.  We will not have a 
meeting in Salem in May.   
Al Dowler talked about a possible location for 
our next meeting.  It was suggested to him by 
Kathy Graves.  The Fresh Start Market and 
Coffee House is located at 3020 Center Street 
NE, in Salem.  A map will be provided along 
with directions.  They are operated by Marion 
County and are part of the juvenile justice 
system.  They don’ t operate on Sundays but 
someone will come in and open up for us and we 
will lock up after the meeting.  It really is a great 
opportunity and a very fine place to hold a 
meeting.  It’s free!  The club voted to try it out 
in April. 
Jim Knieling showed us a newspaper clipping 
about a new (restored) French tower clock 
recently installed in Corban College. 
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George Lytle had a little clock inside a glass 
dome.  The clock movement drove group of 
planets and moons.  They actually revolved and 
orbited.  He said it was an “Astro Lavio” .   
Dave Cast started out ok.  He showed us a nice 
Illinois pocket watch that had an “America”  
movement.  Unfortunately he didn’t sit down 
and let somebody else take a turn.  Instead he 
showed us a clock he purchased very cheaply at 
the antique mall in Lafayette.   It was missing 
some case parts but the movement seemed 
complete.  A project, he said.  Your humble 
scribe was waiting for the connection to the 
letter “a”  but it never came. 
Jim Knieling was last.  He had a neat little bee 
hive clock with an Ansonia movement in it.  The 
case was English and it had a wood bezel and 
brass trim.  Jim said it was an Anglo-American 
Ansonia clock.   
 
The Raffle 
 
Charlie Schubert was kind enough to bring a bag 
of Irish Soda Bread from his bakery.  Half of the 
group was lucky enough to have a winning 
ticket.  Winners were Jim Knieling, Pat 
Cavanaugh, Bob English, Al Dowler, Dave Cast, 
Charlie Schubert, Rebecca Bunting, Charlie 
Ogle, Roy Billington, Ritva Lytle and Tom 
Seymour.  Whew.  Thank you everybody, 
winners and losers.  The raffle income keeps us 
ticking.   
 
 
 
Can Anybody Help Bob? 
 
 MOVEMENT URGENTLY NEEDED 
French type-platform escapement (no 
pendulum), winding hole spacing=38.9mm, 
repairable, other details available on request. 
Bob Reichel, welchdoc@yahoo.com, 206-364-
7374 
 

cut any number of teeth on wheels of any 
diameter.  Neat huh?   
 
Show and Tell 
 
We had nine people bring items for show and 
tell.  Most brought more than one item.  The 
letter of the month was “A” .   
Tom Seymour went first and as usual he had a 
very nice Hampden pocket watch to show.  It 
was the North American Railway model.  He 
brought a cuckoo clock too but I can’t remember 
what relation it had to the letter “A” .   
George Poole brought a ships clock from a 
Canadian boat.  The boat and the clock were 
used by the Canadian Army.  A Canadian Army 
clock?  His next item wasn’t much better.  We 
saw a Hampden pocket watch that was repaired 
by Al Dowler.   
Donna Lee Poole brought a little cast shelf clock 
that was about as nautical as possible.  There 
were oars and endless ropes and pendants and 
ship’s wheels.  And there was an anchor. 
Shirley Cavanaugh brought three examples of 
horological art.  There were two pictures where 
clocks were featured and she had a little carved 
statue of a Black Forrest Peddler.   
Charlie Schubert’s specialty is horological art.  
His first offering was pendulum bob that had a 
picture on it.  He explained that they used the 
lithograph process and this one was made to 
look like it was ivory.  I think there are some 
clock nuts that would collect pendulum bobs.  
Oh well.  Charlie also brought a beautiful little 
shelf clock made by Ansonia.  It had ancient 
Greek figures decorating the case.   
Bob Schug, the show and tell king, brought a 
kitchen clock marked “Addelbury Clock Co.” .  
His research has proved that there never was an 
Addelbury Clock Company in Addelbury 
Massachusetts, or any where else.   The 
movement was made by Waterbury.  The clock 
that Bob has isn’t the only Addelbury he knows 
about.  The other examples all come from the 
mid-west and Bob speculates they were sold by 
a local jewelry firm back there.   
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We received the following article from our Marion County correspondent, M. Knieling 
 

 
 
 
Have you ever seen a pendulum go this way and that way and that?  Well, this past January, Roy Billington 
traveled over wintery roads to “Brambly Hedge”  with his URGOS clock to see why it would not tock.  Roy 
purchased his German URGOS at an antique shop in Yamhill, about 1997.  Jim and Roy removed the dirty 
movement, gingerly arranged the wheels, springs and levers in the ultra-sound basket.  Down into the “old 
timers”  clock solution, then with the devotion of time; attention went to text books for properly setting of pins 
and stops.  The works were now clean, Roy started putting the polished parts onto pivots and began the 
rebushing, rewound the main springs and placed in their respective barrels adding lubrication as he went; test 
ran the movement, then set chime to play the “Westminster”  notes.  Then it happened! 
While on the clock stand the “Westminster”  chime main spring popped!  Complete Silence!  Leaning back into 
their chairs, Roy and Jim reached for the parts catalog.  A new spring arrived.  Snow fell outside, ice formed.  
The new spring, of bright steel, waited and wondered “will I ever get to go into a clock or do I stay here in my 
shipping box forever?”   The eventual day came!  Roy and Jim eagerly placed the new spring inside the barrel 
and tightened the arbor.  The works could now be placed in the fancy wood case.  
With a few adjustments the brass pendulum once more hangs on its hook. 
The pretty brass wheels clicked into their assigned pinions.  Roy’s exercised fingers from practicing his “B-flat”  
trumpet move the hand of the clock around to the time of day and closed the glass door.  The pendulum now 
swings, this way and that, and once again the Westminster chime announces each quarter. 
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Bob Schug with his Addelbury 

 
 
 

 

Char lie Ogle and his machines 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Char lie Schubert with his Ansonia 
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Meeting Location is 3020 Center  St. NE.  Take Exit 256.  I f coming south fr om Por tland follow signs to City Center  
and merge onto Market St. NE.  Turn left at Hawthorne Ave and r ight on Center  Street.  From Albany get off at 
Exit 256 and turn r ight on Lancaster  Dr .  Turn r ight at Center  Street. 
 
 

 
 

 
Willamette Valley Chapter #157 
NAWCC 
12695 Clow Corner Road 
Dallas, OR 97338-9506 
 

  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  
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