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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors Awarded Funds to
Improve Museum, Bolster Lancaster County Tourism

December 27, 2023

Columbia, Lancaster County — The National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors (NAWCC) was
awarded two grants this month totaling more than $63,500 to improve exhibits and marketing capacity,
recuperate lost revenue from the COVID-19 pandemic, and meet other critical needs of its museum.

Home to North America’s largest collection of horological artifacts, the National Watch and Clock Museum
has been championed by state legislators Rep. Brett Miller and Sen. Ryan Aument, who recognize the value
of this gem in the Commonwealth. Earlier this year, the NAWCC applied to the COVID-19 ARPA PA Arts and
Culture Recovery Program (PACR) and Historical Support Programs and received news of the awards on
Tuesday and Dec. 11, respectively.

“The funding we received truly makes a world of difference for us to meet day-to-day needs and expand
our offerings,” NAWCC Executive Director Rory McEvoy said. “Though our collection of timepieces is
impressive, our means are limited, and we are faced with many resource-consuming challenges. Without
the generous support of Rep. Miller and Sen. Aument, we would be in a difficult position.”

The grants will help the NAWCC improve its artifact displays, enhance its offerings to the community, and
pay for staff time and equipment.

“We are very fortunate to have this museum in our own backyard,” Miller said. “It offers world-class
exhibits and draws tourism to Columbia, while also offering community events for our families. | was very
glad to help secure this grant money to support the NAWCC and its mission.”

The National Watch and Clock Museum houses approximately 13,000 timepieces — many of which are
the most culturally and historically valuable of such artifacts in the world. The museum sees about 10,000
annual visitors. With the NAWCC’s membership at nearly an equal number of domestic and global
members, some visitors travel from across the globe to view the exhibits, attend classes at the school, or
conduct research in the library.

“Few communities in Pennsylvania can boast that they have the largest museum of its kind in the
country, which is what makes support for the National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors so
important,” Aument said. “We need to continue to advocate for the success of these institutions to
preserve our history and knowledge, and to stimulate local tourism.”

The NAWCC was awarded approximately $22,000 of the nearly $S2 million that the Pennsylvania Historical
and Museum Commission granted to 158 museums through its Cultural and Historical Support program.
The goal of the Cultural and Historical Support Grant program is to strengthen Pennsylvania’s museum
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community by supporting the general operations of eligible museums and official county historical
societies that are not supported by other state agency funding programs.

The Commonwealth Financing Authority awarded the NAWCC $41,765 in PACR grant funding. Nearly 400
organizations were awarded. The PACR program was created to provide grants to nonprofit arts and
culture organizations, districts, and professionals located in the Commonwealth to ensure the stability and
recovery of the Commonwealth’s arts and culture sector from the COVID-19 pandemic.

The 47,000-square-foot museum is located at 514 Poplar St., Columbia, and is open to the public
Wednesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, visit nawcc.org or call
717.684.8261.
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