
 
 

National Watch & Clock Museum • School of Horology • Library & Research Center 
514 Poplar St., Columbia, PA 17512 • Ph: 717-684-8261 • nawcc.org 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors Awarded State Grant 

Remedying Failing HVAC System, Saving Timepieces from Decay 

Nov. 19, 2024 

Columbia, Lancaster County – The National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors (NAWCC) was 

awarded a $250,000 Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP) grant on Friday, November 1. The 

grant will be used to replace its museum complex’s HVAC system, which has been plagued with issues and 

threatened the preservation of approximately 13,000 watches and clocks. 

The NAWCC’s climate-control equipment is more than two decades old and can no longer properly 

regulate the 47,000-square-foot facility. Within the past year, the HVAC system has ceased functioning 

correctly multiple times, causing temperatures to skyrocket past 100 degrees, threatening precious 

artifacts, deterring visitors, and affecting staff. One evening, a system malfunction triggered an automatic 

alarm causing the Columbia Borough Fire Department to needlessly be deployed. 

“Metal will corrode and wood will distort and crack if the humidity levels are not right,” NAWCC Executive 

Director Rory McEvoy said. “Our staff have to set out buckets of water in the exhibits to increase moisture 

content during the dry winter months and use mobile dehumidifiers to decrease moisture in the summer. 

This grant is truly vital to our mission of stewardship and preservation of timepieces. Without the vocal 

support of Rep. Brett Miller and Sen. Ryan Aument, I am not sure this could have been possible.” 

Home to North America’s largest collection of horological artifacts, the National Watch and Clock Museum 

has been championed by state legislators Rep. Miller and Sen. Aument, who recognize the value of this 

gem in the Commonwealth. 

 “I am happy to have supported this project in order to see the NAWCC continue to thrive in our 

community,” Rep. Miller said. “The NAWCC attracts people from all over the world to visit Columbia. It 

opens its doors to the community for seasonal offerings and it hosts numerous state, county, and local 

organization events. A functioning HVAC system benefits not only the broader horological community, but 

my constituents as well.” 

The RACP award will also be used to renovate the museum’s interior to create new exhibit space, which 

will allow a monumental street clock that was made in 1884, one of the tallest models ever made,  to be 

displayed indoors. The street clock is subject to degradation just as the current artifacts are at risk inside. 

With a properly functioning HVAC system, the street clock can be protected, along with the rest of the 

Museum’s collection, and the library, conservation studio, atrium, theater, and office space will be more 

comfortable for visitors and staff.  

“It is my pleasure to help the NAWCC preserve its artifacts and create a comfortable environment for its 

patrons,” Sen. Aument said. “The museum complex is an important asset to Lancaster County. We 

appreciate the tourism and interest it generates, as well as the community events it hosts.” 
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Of 927 applications, the PA Governor’s Office of the Budget made 403 awards, totaling $590,435,55. 

The museum is located at 514 Poplar St., Columbia, and is open to the public Tuesday through Saturday, 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, visit nawcc.org or call 717.684.8261. 
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