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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

National Association of Watch & Clock Collectors 
Receives State Grant to finish HVAC overhaul, improve 
visitor experience 

December 23, 2025 

Columbia, Lancaster County — The National Association of Watch & Clock Collectors (NAWCC) has 

been awarded a $250,000 Statewide Local Share Account (LSA) grant, to replace its failing HVAC 

system, which has threatened artifacts and visitor experiences at its museum.  

The National Watch & Clock Museum’s old HVAC system has reached the end of its useful life and 

frequently malfunctions, sometimes causing temperatures to soar above 100 degrees Fahrenheit and 

threatening the integrity of its collection of 13,000 watches and clocks. This is the largest horological 

collection in North America and contains artifacts that are one of a kind and hundreds of years old. 

The project will replace critical HVAC components, including an air-cooled chiller, heat exchanger, and 

chilled water pumps. This will prevent rot and rust caused by uncontrolled humidity and temperature 

fluctuations, preserving the integrity of the NAWCC’s collection.   

“Preserving our collection of rare and historically significant timepieces so the public and experts alike 

can enjoy them is at the heart of our mission,” Rory McEvoy, executive director of the NAWCC, said. 

“This grant is truly vital to our mission of stewardship and preservation of timepieces. Without the 

vocal support of Representative Brett Miller and Senator James Malone, this would not have been 

possible.” 

The museum’s impressive architectural style, large atrium, and theater make it ideal to host events. The 

NAWCC regularly hosts free public events that are self-sponsored or sponsored by local community 

groups. It also serves as a private event venue for other nonprofits, government entities, businesses, 

community groups, and individuals. 

“The National and Watch Clock Museum is an important part of Columbia and Lancaster County’s 

tourism industry,” Representative Miller said. “While providing unique cultural and historical offerings 

that are both fascinating and educational, the NAWCC is also an important center for conducting 

research and timepiece crafting and repair. I am happy to support an organization that is so beneficial 

to so many.” 
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Approximately 7,000 people from around the world visit the museum annually. It is also the 

headquarters of its approximately 9,000-member association, and the home of a research center and 

library, workshop, and school.  

“I have fond memories of bringing my children to the National Watch & Clock Museum, and the 

NAWCC’s Museum complex serves as an anchor for learning and community-focused events in 

Columbia,” Senator Malone said. “I was proud to help advocate for this funding because I’ve personally 

seen the enriching experiences this Museum and the NAWCC have to offer, and I want more people 

in Lancaster County and beyond to have access to them as well.” 

The project is the second and last phase of the HVAC system replacement project. Completion of this 

project will safeguard millions of dollars in artifacts, enhance visitor experience, support Lancaster 

County’s tourism economy, and ensure a comfortable working environment for the museum’s staff 

and volunteers. 

The Statewide LSA program, funded through the PA Racehorse Development and Gaming Act, is 

administered by the Commonwealth Financing Authority to support projects of public interest across 

Pennsylvania. The program is highly competitive, with thousands of applications submitted each year. 

The museum is located at 514 Poplar St., Columbia, and is open to the public Thursday through Sunday, 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, visit museum.nawcc.org or call 717.684.8261. 
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