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Context
The National Association of Watch & Clock Collectors, Inc. (NAWCC) is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. Its Library & Research Center (LARC) contains one of the 
largest collections of horological materials in the United States. LARC’s rich and 
unique collection is available to NAWCC members and the public. LARC staff 
members provide research assistance for horology-related inquiries and process 
library loan requests. LARC and the National Watch & Clock Museum enjoy a 
valuable relationship, with LARC able to provide historical information from its 
archives about the Museum’s artifacts.

LARC houses the library and archives of the NAWCC.  In the library, there are nearly 
15,000 titles on all aspects of horology and its associated subjects.  In the past few 
years, there has been a renewed focus to solicit new titles for the library and 
update the catalog to keep it current.  

In collaboration with the Library Committee, we have contributed book reviews to 
the Bulletin to cover the new titles acquired.  LARC is also reaching out to other 
horological libraries and research institutions to work collaboratively on advancing 
horological education and research.  Several generous donations of personal 
libraries have occurred over the last few years that helped fill the collection and 
cover some sparse areas of foreign-language titles.  Inevitably, there will be 
duplication of donated titles.  LARC is working collaboratively with the Museum 
Store to develop an online store to sell these duplicate copies, as well as to 
continue selling them in the physical store.  We continue to update our periodical 
holdings with domestic and international journals.  In addition, LARC continues to 
provide top-quality research assistance and process library loans for our members.  

Overview

Public Time Gallery – Tower Clock Movements
Wristwatch Gallery
Bulova Gallery
Maker Gallery
Precision Timekeeping

Time and Astronomy 
Early American Clockmaking
Children’s Activity Gallery

These projects are subject to funding from either grant applications or 
donations. We welcome your ideas and suggestions.
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 Article in the September/October 2025 issue of the Watch & Clock Bulletin.

LARC publishes a list of new titles biannually in the Bulletin.  Along with the 
continual stream of book reviews, these lists establish our presence and show 
members the breadth of our collections.  We also contribute articles to the 
Bulletin to highlight findings in our collection; a recent article was “The Mystery 
of the Gold Balance,” published in the September/October 2025 issue.  In the 
NAWCC’s monthly e-newsletter, we prepare the “This Month in Horological 
History” piece for each issue.

The archive contains nearly 200 individual collections.  These collections include 
personal collections and research, institutional collections, historic documents, 
and many other materials.  In the last three years, we have acquired several 
donations that have been or are in the process of being cataloged.  The largest 
of these donations is the personal papers and research of Marty Ruddock.

LARC currently has a full-time Librarian/Archivist, a full-time museum assistant, 
and two interns.  This team is working tirelessly on digitizing the Hamilton Watch 
Company materials in our archive.  The Hamilton materials alone comprise the 
majority of the total archival holdings.  LARC received a federal grant to help 
cover the expenses of this massive undertaking.  This grant required match 
funding from our organization, which was provided by a generous donation; this 
donation helps fund the interns brought on for this project.
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Year 1:
Short-Term Project
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Hamilton Digitization Project (2025-2026, updated 
thereafter)

• The digitization of the Hamilton Watch Co. materials is of prime importance.
Not only will LARC be preserving years of company-related documents, but
these materials will be accessible online in our customized database.

• The projected total cost of the digitization project is $70,000.  We received a
federal Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) grant toward this
project with a total award of $78,354: half of this amount comes from the
IMLS funding and the other half from organizational match-funding.
Generous donations helped fulfill our match-funding.

o This funding allowed us to bring on two interns to assist with the
project, and to acquire the equipment necessary for the project. We
also were able to use expert vendors to digitize our aging Hamilton
microfilm materials.

A Context IQ Quattro X 4450 44 scanner used for scanning large documents.
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• The Hamilton collection consists of paper materials and microfilm reels, much
of which is over 60 years old.  Age takes its toll on these delicate materials,
and digitization will ensure that future generations will have access to them.
o The microfilm reels show signs of deterioration, which has destroyed

some of the information stored on the film. Thankfully, the presence of
paper originals will allow us to fill in gaps lost to decay.

o There are 272 16mm reels containing business ledgers and cash books
(for which we also have the physical ledgers).  These films show no
signs of deterioration and are safe for an outside vendor to digitize.

o There are 72 35mm reels containing technical drawings and data sheets
for parts, tools, and other materials for Hamilton Watch Co. employees.
Unfortunately, these reels show their age and have deteriorated so
much that the images can no longer be seen. Thankfully, LARC’s holding
of paper originals will allow us to cover the loss of the film.

o In addition to the microfilm reels and several thousand pages of paper
drawings, there are more than 40 boxes of change orders.  These
change orders show the stages of technical drawings and parts before
final approval for production was given by the company.

• As more information is assessed and digitized, it will be added to the
database for researchers to browse and search by keywords.  This database
will be continually updated with Hamilton Watch Co. historical material.

The home page for our bespoke Hamilton Resources database.
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Years 2-4: 
Mid-Term Projects
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• Digitize the catalog collection in the archives
o LARC has hundreds of original catalogs for various watch and clock

companies.  Many of these catalogs are not available online through
other digitized collections.

• Upload digitized LARC videos
o In the summer of 2025, library materials on DVDs were digitized to

extend their lifespan. The digitization of VHS tapes is ongoing and
will also be uploaded. This material will be available for members
via a member-only resource page on our website.

Top Left: Looking down an aisle of our archives. Bottom Left: A view of one aisle of 
periodical storage. Right: One of our interns diligently scanning material from the 
Hamilton collections.
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Long-Term Ambitions and 
Ongoing Projects
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• Conserve and protect LARC material
• Update the library catalog regularly to reflect current book and periodical   
 holdings
• Expand the collections and spread knowledge of this huge resource to  
 members and the public

We invite you to join us in preserving and sharing horological material by 
contributing financially or in-kind to the crucial work being done at LARC. 

• Volunteer to assist us in these and future projects.
o Our deep archive of horological material offers opportunities for 

multiple digitization projects, from large-scale to small.
• Donate your collection of research materials, historical papers, or horological 

library.
• Donate critical funds to support LARC’s work.
• Connect with us to learn if your horological material might find a safe home 

in our archival collection.




